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Inspiring Voice, Empowering the Unheard

torontowriterscol lective.ca

Do you have a 
story to tell?
We want to hear you

Explore your creative genius

Free brave expressive 

writing workshops

Supportive feedback

All are welcome

info@torontowr i terscol lec t ive.ca

@ torontowritersc

Join a Virtual Workshop!
For more information, please 

check our website calendar
(updated on Saturdays), or contact:

info@torontowr i terscol lec t ive.ca

Willie: The Game-Chang-
ing Story of the NHL’s First 
Black Player
Willie O’Ree with Michael 
McKinley; Viking 2020

Willie O’Ree’s engaging auto-
biography, Willie, is a treat for 
hockey fans. As the fi rst Black 
player in the NHL, Willie pro-
vides us with a unique perspec-
tive. 

O’Ree was born in Freder-
icton in 1935, the youngest of 
the nine children of Harry and 
Rosebud O’Ree. Even though 
his was one of only two Black 
families in town, Willie paints 
his childhood in idyllic terms: 
movies with friends, church 
with family, camping and fi sh-
ing. But the book really comes 
alive when O’Ree describes 
his time playing hockey. He 
began skating at age three and 
skated every day there was 
ice, even skating to and from 
school on Fredericton’s fro-
zen streets! Saturday mornings                                                    
meant games at an outdoor 
rink, and Saturday nights were 
spent huddling around the fam-
ily’s radio, listening to Hockey 
Night in Canada. O’Ree says 
that the fact that he couldn’t 
see the players may have al-
lowed him to imagine a place 
for himself in that all-white 
game. “Hockey was my life 
and ‘Black’ meant the puck and 
‘white’ meant the ice,” he says.

O’Ree joined the Fredericton 
Falcons of the NBAHA, where 
he moved up through the ranks 
quickly. At age 19, he was in-
vited to play with the Quebec 
Frontenacs, where his coach 
told him that he could become 
the “Jackie Robinson of hock-
ey.” But during the 1955/56 
season O’Ree was hit by a 
puck, with devastating conse-
quences. A doctor informed 

him that his hockey career was 
over; the sight in his right eye 
was almost completely gone. 
O’Ree decided on the spot 
to keep that fact a secret. For 
decades, the only person who 
knew that he was blind in one 
eye was his sister. 

Over the next several years, 
O’Ree bounced between the 
minor leagues and NHL farm 
teams, but his moment in the 
sun arrived on January 18, 
1958, when the Boston Bruins 
called him to come to Montreal 
to take the place of an injured 
player. The Bruins won against 
the nigh-unbeatable Canadiens, 
and although in that moment 
O’Ree was only thinking about 
how he had achieved his own 
dream, he later realized that he 
had changed the face of profes-
sional hockey forever.

Willie is fi lled with entertain-
ing descriptions of players from 
hockey’s golden age; Gordie 
Howe has “windshield wiper 
elbows that he used like an art-
ist,” and “most nights the puck 
looked like a beach ball to [Ter-
ry] Sawchuk.” It is also a rich 
source of information about 
the Black presence in hockey 
stretching back to the 19th cen-
tury. Willie encountered racism 
throughout his career, ranging 
from the “unspoken rules” he 
grew up with to vile name-call-
ing and physical altercations 
while playing. In 1996, when 
O’Ree began working with 
the NHL to increase diversity, 
he was overjoyed to be able to 
help bring change to the game 
he loves. More than 50,000 
kids have now taken part in 
programs such as the Willie 
O’Ree All-Star hockey tourna-
ment. 

O’Ree is a living legend, and 
this book is a welcome addition 
to Canadian sports history. 

Glenda MacFarlane, Columnist

the bridge: 
Book Review

New mid-rise proposed 
at Parliament and Shuter
Near the northwest corner of 
Parliament and Shuter, Core 
Development Group Ltd. has 
proposed to build a nine-storey 
mixed-use residential building. 
It would replace a single-sto-
rey commercial building, a 
former Salvation Army Thrift 
store that has been vacant since 
2018.

The majority of the 71 
all-rental dwellings at 252 Par-
liament Street would be bache-
lor units. The remainder would 
have three or four bedrooms 
designed as co-living spaces, 
with a single resident to each 
bedroom.  

The planning rationale from 
the developer’s consultant, 
Bousfi elds Inc., emphasizes 
the site’s proximity to upscale 
Cabbagetown and the redevel-
oped Regent Park. Moss Park, 
its actual neighbourhood, is 
mentioned only in noting that 
the city plans to upgrade an 
arena and a community recre-
ation centre. 

Since 2017, the site has been 

owned by asset-holding com-
pany Downing Street. Down-
ing Street has spurred devel-
opment of several recognizable 
Toronto buildings, including 
the former Marty Millionaire 
building purchased by a sub-
sidiary of ME to WE, the social 
enterprise of the Kielburger 
family. 

Records at the Ontario Land 
Registry reveal that the 252 
Parliament property was sold  

by Downing Street to Core De-
velopments for $10.35 million.

Elsewhere downtown, Core 
Development Group has pro-
posed, in partnership with Men-
kes Developments, a 46-storey 
condominium building over 
Filmores strip club on Dun-
das Street east of Jarvis. Core 
Development is also planning 
a 37-storey building at Sher-
bourne and Front Streets, cur-
rently an Esso gas station. 

Jayne Kitchen

Looking southeast to 252 Parliament Street.           Photo: Designed by Studio ICJ for Core Development

As a former gallery owner, I 
fi nd it remarkable how emo-
tionally attached artists are to 
their work. Artists often ask an 
unrealistic price, not because 
they feel the art is worth the 
amount listed but to scare off 
interested buyers.

Art is a personal extension of 
oneself and as with the birth-
ing of a child, the idea of sep-
aration is too much for many 
artists. Viewers want to know 
if the price is realistic – why 
is it worth this much? Unless 
the artist has a record of se-
curing exorbitant amounts, the 
infl ated price takes away from 
the authentic character of the 
piece. Both art and artist lose 
credibility.

What is value in relation to 
art? Does it lie in the money 
spent studying art? (Classroom 
art education is a recent prac-
tice. In past, artists were ap-
prentices or self-taught.)

Is it years spent perfecting a 
style? We have images of starv-
ing artists, but that romantic 

notion doesn’t last long, not in 
these times. Add up the cost of 
living and it’s pretty diffi cult to 
remain on high moral ground 
of any kind .

In my opinion, none of                        
these factors should determine 
the “value” of a work of art.                                                                             
Emily Dickinson was once                     
asked how she knew when 
a poem was good. Her                                                                         
answer was, “It gives me 
goosebumps.” 

I think that is the most im-
portant thing about any work 
of art. Does it evoke a strong, 
meaningful response in the per-
son viewing or experiencing it? 
Does it move you deeply?

Then it has value for you and 
perhaps others.

Market value is something 
else. Market value is infl u-
enced by so many chances, co-
incidences and accidents that 
it cannot be predicted. Would 
you pay $91 million (if you had 
it)  for “Rabbit” by Jeff Koons, 
a three-foot tall metal fi gure 
of a bunny that looks as if it’s 
made of balloons? “Rabbit” 
set a world price record for the 

work of a living artist.
NFTs  – “non-fungible to-

kens” – are now the hottest 
commodity in the art world. 
Though NFTs exist only in 
the digital multiverse, not the 
physical world, they are being 
sold for millions. Their sky-
rocketing prices and recent 
celebrity come from a $69 mil-
lion bid in a Sotheby’s auction 
on a work by a South  Caroli-
na artist known to his devotees  
as “Beeple.” NFTs are sold 
and resold online – they have 
no  physical existence. Is this 
real value? Or has the Emperor 
found a way to sell his fabled 
clothes? 

Art can change the world.  
Join us: www.AmazingMoss-
ParkArt.ca

What is art worth?
Carol Mark, Columnist
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Best-laid plans: one year later
I am a planner. Years as a single 
mother of three busy kids, and 
pursuing full-time grad school 
while working, required oper-
ating on a meticulous schedule. 
To this day, our dining room 
walls are covered in chalk-
board so I can keep an eye on 
the weekly rhythms. I “rain-
bowtize ” (organize by rain-
bow colour) my bookshelves. I 
adore lists. I own a label maker. 
Now imagine my compatibility 
with the disruption of a global 
pandemic. 

As co-executive director of 
the Toronto Writers Collective, 
my days unfold through story. 
Over the past year, I have been 
gifted  intimate portraits of the 
pandemic’s effects on daily life 
across the country and prompt-
ed to refl ect on how my life 
has been affected. As what was 
initially surreal transitioned 
to commonplace, I have been 
writing and rewriting my pan-
demic story, recording refl ec-
tions and lessons learned along 
the way. This is the short ver-
sion. In list form, naturally. 
1. Yes, Elsa, I have ‘let it go’

I did not plan for a six-month 
March break, homeschooling 
in a language I do not speak 
nor taking questions on the 
new math curriculum between 

meetings. I did not plan for my 
husband to lose his job three 
days after we moved out of 
our house on the fi rst day of a 
lockdown to renovate a house 
for which permits would be de-
layed by months. I fl ew with-
out a parachute and I survived. 
Surrender is beautiful.  
2. “This is my fi rst pandemic; 
I have no idea what I’m do-
ing” 

Parenting through a pandem-
ic is like fumbling through an 
unsolvable word problem. The 
isolation of the past year has 
forced parents to be teach-
ers and therapists, caregivers 
and coaches, best friends and 
bearers of bad news. Getting 
comfortable with not knowing, 
with ambiguity and vulnerabil-
ity – this is a journey we have 
navigated together. As a wise 
woman once told me, there is 
deep bonding in the trenches. 
My family is stronger than we 
knew.  
3. “We were supposed to be at 
Disney World”

Alongside the loss of 
life, income and innocence                                       
throughout the world came 
the small (to us) losses of 
childhood. Birthday parties, 
sports seasons, sleepovers,                                                            
vacations. Do children lose a 
tooth if they don’t get to show-
and-tell it? Celebration and 
marking milestones (including 

all seven lost teeth) – especially 
in hard times – matters. 
4. “Criticism doesn’t belong 
here – I’m a beginner!”

While much of the world 
took to baking sourdough, our 
household found alternative 
versions of fun. Scootering                                                     
laneways in the early morn-
ing, trampoline in the after-
noon, driveway basketball 
after dinner. We learned how 
to play tennis and embroider, 
and tackled paint by numbers. 
The void left by crossed-out 
calendar plans left a place for                                          
creativity – endlessly therapeu-
tic at a time when much seems 
to be dissolving. 

5. “Caterpillars are emerg-
ing from my bathroom!”

Over the past year I have            
watched these things grow: 1 
bean pod, 1 cucumber plant and 
1 pot of strawberries (until we 
drowned them). 11 caterpillars 
that began in tiny cups on our 
bathroom fl oor and were later 
released as butterfl ies. Three 
children eagerly anticipating 
the arrival of a fourth. My mar-
riage. Myself. 

As we look back on the past 
year, may you too see glimmers 
of growth in your refl ection and 
in your story.  

Shelley Lepp, a writing coach 
and sometimes editor, is co-ex-
ecutive director of the Toronto 
Writers Collective.

Shelley Lepp, TWC

Encounter with THEODORE BAERG, Canadian Baritone - May 21, 2021
TEN SINGING STARS - NEXT GENERATION CONCERT - June 4, 2021 

Sign up NOW at www.ircpa.net • NO FEES • INFO: 416 362 1422 / info@ircpa.net

SCHOLARSHIPS ARE ASSIGNED HONOURING CANADIANS PAST AND PRESENT
Honourarium paid for performance + one Career Blueprint, 3 days at New York’s Opera CentreOPERA/ART SONG 

SINGERS ALERT! THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS, 
PRIVATE DONORS AND VOLUNTEERS

A l t e r n a ti v e S c h o o l
sm a l l f r i e n d l y
a r t s f o c u s e d
c r e d i t r e c o v e r y
We d n e s d a y ‘ R E ACH ’
LGBTQ+
s e l f - d i r e c t e d s t u d e n t s
c r i ti c a l t h i n k i n g

&

r e l a ti o n a l e d u c a ti o n
&

G r a d e s 1 0 t o 1 2
C o l l e g e / U n i v e r s i t y , O p e n

& A p p l i e d C o u r s e s

19 Sackv i l l e St reet

fo l low us :
@ iaming lenook
@ing lenookva

rober t . renn i ck@tdsb .on . ca
(416 ) 393-0560

ing lenook@tdsb .on . ca

Corktown and Regent Park community clean-ups

Spring is in the air! Even though 
the city-sponsored Clean To-
ronto Together has been post-
poned until September, the 
Friends of Corktown Common 
and the Friends of Regent Park, 
in partnership with the Cork-
town Residents and Business 
Association (CRBA), will host 
community clean-ups on Satur-
day April 24 from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. 

Both events will respect Cov-
id-19 guidelines. Volunteers 
are asked to bring face masks, 
water bottles, and gloves if 
they have them. There will be 
no large group gatherings. 

Volunteers can pick up         
garbage bags, gloves, hand 
sanitizer and directions at the 
starting points: in Corktown the 
Common Pavilion or Under-
pass Park, the Sackville Play-
ground, or the Sumach-Shuter 
Parkette, and in Regent Park at 
the bake oven/greenhouse. The 
Friends of Regent Park clean-
up will incorporate a Butt Blitz, 
collecting cigarette butts as part 
of A Greener Future’s program. 

For more information, email 
friendsofcorktowncomon@
gmail.com, friendsofregent-
park.to@gmail.com or info@
corktown.ca. 
Relaunching the Friends of 
Corktown Common 

With the support of the 
Friends of Regent Park and 
the CRBA, the spring clean-up 

marks the fi rst event organized 
by the relaunched Friends of 
Corktown Common. 

When the Common opened 
in 2013, an enthusiastic Friends 
committee organized neigh-
bourhood activities such as 
park clean-ups. But when the 
2015 Pan/Parapan Am Games 
& Canary district construction 
closed the park for two sum-
mers, the committee lost mo-
mentum. 

In 2020, a dedicated group of 
past and new volunteers came 
together to relaunch.

The group established a so-
cial media presence at cork-

towncommon on Facebook, @
corktowncommon on Twitter, 
and @friendsofcorktowncom-
mon on Instagram. This Febru-
ary they published the fi rst edi-
tion of the Friends of Corktown 
Common Newsletter to share 
information and invite partici-
pants. To receive the newslet-
ter or join the Friends, email 
friendsofcorktowncommon@
gmail.com.  

Friends of Corktown Com-
mons want input to help shape 
the group’s priorities. Contrib-
ute your thoughts and ideas in a 
short survey on our social me-
dia pages. 

Regent Park residents gather at a September 2020 clean-up event.             Photo: Leonard Swartz

John Guido & Sean Brathwaite

New
website!
www.thebridgenews.ca

Check out our new website!

    www.thebridgenews.ca 
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TO’s “Hippest” Eyewear Store

NOW OPEN

Glasses + Sunglasses + Eye Exam 

Glasses + Sunglasses 
+ Eye Exam CONTACT Lenses  

33 Jarvis Street @ Front
416.362.3937

NOW OPEN

Sunglass Sale

20%-50% OFF
selected models

Est. 1997 

‘It’s a mode to clear parks, not a mode to properly support people’ 
Encampments from p1

When asked directly, the am-
bassadors often redirect her to 
a colleague who may claim to 
not have that information in 
front of them, and direct her 
once again. Otherwise, they 
decline to comment.

According to the city web-
site, “Parks Ambassadors are a 
responsive, mobile crew whose 
day-to-day work involves en-
suring that parks remain wel-
coming for passive and recrea-
tional use and work to resolve 
conflicts between patrons of 
the park system. Parks Ambas-
sadors work to ensure the city’s 
parks are accessible, equitable 
and safe places for all.” No in-
formation regarding protocol 
has been published.

In response to an email in-
quiry, Jaclyn Carlisle, Parks 
and Rec’s senior communicati-
ons coordinator, confi rmed that 
the ambassadors visit parks 
with encampments daily “and 
engage with people tempora-
rily sleeping in encampments 
by referring them to programs 
and services available through 
Toronto’s Shelter, Support 
and Housing Administration 
(SSHA) and other partners, 
conducting safety and wellness 
checks and distributing water, 
socks and other goods as well 
as tallying the number of struc-
tures within an encampment.”

Ginger Dean and her colle-
agues who visit the encamp-
ments every day say they 
rarely witness ambassadors 
handing out resources. She 

said they showed up at parks 
during summer heat waves                        
without water, and only recent-
ly have come with socks. “It’s 
very clear that they use well-
ness checks as excuses to sur-
veil encampments,” says ESN                       
volunteer Nathan Doucet.

ESN started last May when 
the pandemic pushed people 
out of homeless shelters and 
drew fresh attention to the              
city’s housing crisis. “All sum-
mer and all winter long,” says 
Dean, “we barely saw Park 
Ambassadors or Streets to 
Home [staff]. They turned up 
every couple of weeks.” 

Not until January did ESN 
notice the Park Ambassadors 
more. Every day, “they come 
in sort of anonymously and 
just take photos of every single 
structure in the encampment,” 
says Dean. “They won’t ap-
proach the structures, or call 
out to see if anybody is home.” 
Dean believes these visits are 
the daily engagements the city 
press release refers to. 

On Feb. 16, Park Ambassa-
dors removed three tiny homes 
– insulated wooden shelters 
built for encampment resi-
dents to live in during winter 
– from Alexandra Park after                       
deeming them abandoned. 
Dean says she witnessed the 
removal and called 311 after 
head Park Ambassador Tory 
Ford, ignored her questions 
and walked away. Doucet says 
Ford is known amongst the 
community for having slashed 
the tents of encampment resi-
dents in the past. 

In audio of the phone call 
published to ESN’s Instagram 
account, Dean told Parks Su-
pervisor Grant Drygas that the 
tiny shelters were not abando-
ned. She said she knew whose 
they were, and that some con-
tained the owners’ possessions. 

Drygas told Dean that his 
co-workers have assured him 
otherwise. He said he was un-
certain, but believed that the 
protocol was a three-day obser-
vance period, after which the 
Park Ambassador team could 
determine that a structure was 
abandoned. Drygas also told 
Dean that he was unsure who 
authorized that removal, and 
promised to get back to her. 

Dean called Drygas twice in 
subsequent weeks and reached 
out to other Park Ambassador 
staff, but no one returned her 
calls to clarify the protocol.  

According to Parks commu-
nications coordinator Jaclyn 
Carlisle, “structures are only 
considered abandoned if they 

remain unoccupied after sever-
al visits from city staff or the 
people using them have volun-
tarily chosen to accept refer-
rals for safer inside spaces and 
have confirmed that they’ve 
collected their belongings. Af-
ter an encampment is visited 
at least twice over a period of 
more than 48 hours without 
a change in inactive/abando-
ned status of a structure, the 
structure identified is deemed 
abandoned and the area will be 
cleaned up. This includes the 
removal of the structure.”

According to ESN volun-
teers who spend entire days 
on site, these visits likely oc-
curred at distance, for no more 
than a couple of hours. While 
it remains illegal to inhabit, 
place or build a structure on 
city property, the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention recommends allowing 
people living unsheltered or in 
encampments to remain there 
during the Covid-19 pandemic 

if individual housing options 
are not available.  

Regarding the removal south 
of Scadding Court on Feb. 26, 
Carlisle said, “City staff visi-
ted this location several times 
and confi rmed that these three 
structures were inactive and 
not in use from February 22 to 
26, a total of fi ve days.” 

Carlisle says Park Ambassa-
dors undergo ongoing training 
on topics such as occupational 
health and safety, the city’s hu-
man rights and anti-harassment 
policy, privilege awareness and 
sensitivity, working with peo-
ple experiencing homelessness 
and/or living in poverty, as 
well as on fi rst aid and narcotic 
safety. 

In a public online event 
March 1, a coordinated email 
zap to address concerns to the 
city, an ESN representative 
shared his experience with 
Park Ambassadors in Moss 
Park. A few hours after the 
tragic death of a tiny shelter 
resident, he said, the Park am-
bassadors entered the space 
to photograph and remove the 
structure deemed abandoned. 
They did not speak to Moss 
Park residents, bring supplies, 
or offer mental health support 
to those grieving the loss of 
their neighbour.  

ESN volunteer Nathan Dou-
cet doesn’t believe the ambas-
sadors or the Pathway Inside 
program are positioned to help 
encampment residents. “It’s 
a mode to clear parks, not a 
mode to properly support peo-
ple,” he says. 

City Park Ambassadors seen removing a tiny shelter from Alexandra Park      Photo Credit: ESN


