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Small businesses once again
questioning survival amidst
lockdown restrictions

Megan Camlasaran

Forced to curtail operations
for the second time this year
due to lockdown restrictions,
small businesses in Toronto
are struggling to cope with de-
clining revenue.

Because big box stores
aren’t as affected, some ow-
ners say the provincial gover-
nment isn’t looking out for
small businesses.

Don Lake of D&E Lake
Ltd., a book and antique store
in business nearly 40 years,
said the restrictions on local
businesses are “ridiculous,
cruel and senseless.”

“The premier has screwed
the little guys and rewarded
the big guys,” he said.

Ontario entered lockdown
on Nov. 23. Restaurants can
only function with take-out,
drive-through and delivery
services.

Most retail is permitted to
offer only curbside pick-up or
delivery, in-person shopping
is not allowed except at phar-
macies, and grocery and hard-
ware stores.

Anything Goes Accessories,
a small boutique in St. Law-
rence Market, is allowed to
remain open during lockdown
with permission from the city.

Owner Nesrin Akdemir, says

the shop has lost a lot of busi-
ness from tourists and people
from the financial district. She
hesitates to buy inventory now,
fearing the next few months
will remain stagnant.

“If a big box store with a
grocery section can stay open
with 50 per cent capacity, as a
store following Covid-19 pro-
tocols in St. Lawrence Market,
why [was] | asked to close
when the building is open?”

In the first week of restric-
tions, Mystic Muffin’s busi-
ness was down 65 percent,
according to owner Elias Mak-
houl. He has been working for
free since March, to keep his
business running.

“Now is tougher than ever. It
is the most challenging time in
28 years,” he said.

Makhoul thinks the province
rushed into the current restric-
tions without considering the
impacts on small businesses.

He says the government
could have taken other mea-
sures, such as shortening
operating hours or requiring
customer temperatures to be
checked outside before ente-
ring shops.

“We are in a total mess,” he
said. “Shutting down the little
guys is failing.”
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West Don Lands residents rally
against provincial zoning order

Julia Simioni

On Oct. 22, news that Premier
Doug Ford’s provincial go-
vernment had overruled city
processes for three province-
owned sites in the West Don
Lands began to circulate on
social media and in neighbour-
hood community groups.

Within a week, the West Don
Lands Committee (WDLC), a
coalition of community-based
organizations that advise on
redevelopment, gathered with
residents and local politici-
ans—City Councillor Kristyn
Wong-Tam and MPPs Chris
Glover and Suze Morrison—to
discuss the Ministerial Zoning
Orders, also known as MZOs.

In the past, provincial go-
vernments reserved MZOs for
extraordinary cases, but this
no longer seems to be the case.
(On Oct. 9, the Toronto Star's
Local Journalism Initiative Re-
porter, Victoria Gibson, wrote
about the apparent new trend
for Ontario’s Conservative
government to liberally employ
MZO0s.)

Two of the development
sites, 373 Front Street East and
125R Mill Street, were already
under development. But zoning
orders for the third site, 153-
185 Eastern Ave., a heritage
site home to the old Dominion

Wheel and Foundries Com-
pany, “came completely out of
the blue,” according to Cynthia
Wilkey, co-chair of the WDLC.

“There was zero discussion
with anybody, zero considera-
tion of the impact on the neigh-
bouring new condos, or on the
very delicate historic, very fine-
grained fabric of Corktown.”

The WDLC had previously
opposed a proposed 29-sto-
rey building at a location ne-
arby the Foundries site, which
the committee argued would
threaten Corktown’s urban fa-
bric. “The Corktown Residents
and Business Association had
been very concerned about de-
velopments out of scale that
would destroy the unique feel
of Corktown,” Wilkey said.

The Foundries Company building at 153-185 Eastern Avenue.

She was shocked to find that
the province permitted a buil-
ding with heights of more than
40 storeys at the Foundries site.
Despite the MZOs, the pro-
vince’s current plans for the
Foundries site are uncertain;
there’s currently no active de-
velopment application.

Ann Summers Dossena, a
Corktown resident of over 40
years, was especially surprised
to hear of the province’s order
regarding the Foundries site.
For more than a year, Summers
Dossena, the founder and di-
rector of the International Re-
source Centre for Performing
Artists,
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Green Thumbs Growing Kids:
Making the community greener,
one school garden at a time

Heather Wilberforce

green
thumbs

Green Thumbs Growing Kids
is a local charity actively cre-
ating school food gardens in
an effort to connect children to
food and their environment.

For 21 years, the charity has
been at the forefront of garden-
based elementary education in
downtown Toronto, helping
teachers and families start food
gardens at their schools. Cur-
rently, Green Thumbs manages
food gardens at Sprucecourt Jr.
PS, Winchester Jr. & Sr. PS,
and Rose Avenue PS. It also
supports gardening projects at
Nelson Mandela Park PS.

Green Thumbs doesn’t re-
ceive funding from the Toronto
District School Board and de-
pends on funding from other
sources, members of the com-
munity, and friends of the gar-
dens.

This fall, the charity aims
to connect with members of
the community and spread the
word about the importance of
its work. Anyone living in or

shopping around Cabbaget-
own may have noticed Green
Thumbs’ signature pumpkins
along with information about
the charity in various shops
around the community. Green
Thumbs wants to thank all of
the local business owners who
agreed to support its initiatives
by displaying a pumpkin!

The pumpkins are a sym-
bol of the type of work Green
Thumbs does; they demon-
strate the magic of seeds, soil,
and water to children. The goal
of the school gardens has been
to engage children, youth, and
even their parents, while the
exploration of nature and heal-
thy food is at the heart of these
programs. The gardens are dy-
namic classrooms for vibrant
hands-on learning in many dif-
ferent subject areas, including

planting seeds, composting,
and making meals from the
food that’s grown.

This year, like so many other
organizations, Green Thumbs
has pivoted to online food and
garden education in order to
keep kids interested and en-
gaged in growing their own
food. The charity has also been
able to use the school gardens
to grow food and share it with
those in need within the com-
munity, as well as to sell gar-
den produce at the Cabbaget-
own Market.

To learn more about Green
Thumbs Growing Kids, visit
greenthumbsto.org or Face-
book, Twitter, and Instagram.
Feel free to reach out with any
questions or to support the cha-
rity by emailing info@green-
thumbsto.org.

125 Church Street. 2nd Floor
647-435-8509

info@magictailor.ca
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Charles Dickens

Bruce Bell, Senior Columnist

Famed English writer Charles
Dickens, author of the clas-
sic A Christmas Carol, visited
Toronto from May 4 to 6, 1842,
staying at the former Ameri-
can Hotel at Front and Yonge
Streets. Toronto then had a po-
pulation of about 30,000.

Here’s what Charles Dickens
wrote about that visit, which
started at Niagara-on-the-
Lake...

Our steamboat came up di-
rectly and soon bore us to the
mouth of the Niagara, where
the stars and stripes of Ame-
rica flutter on one side and the
Union Jack of England on the
other.

Thence we emerged on Lake
Ontario, an inland sea; and by
half-past six o’clock were at
Toronto.

The streets are well paved,
and lighted with gas; the hou-
ses are large and good; the
shops excellent.

Charles Diekens

visits Toronto

There is a good stone prison
here; and there are, besides,
a handsome church, a court-
house, public offices and many
spacious private residences.

In 1842 the commercial cen-
tre of Toronto was at King and
Yonge. The grandest store at
that time was Michie’s, opened
a few years before by George
Michie (pronounced Mickey)
at 5 King Street West.

Michie offered his customers
varied products including silk
stockings, original art, exotic
bamboo furniture, rare oran-
ges, French wines, imported li-
quor and spirits from his native
Scotland.

Just along the street from
Michie’s were two immense
shopping emporiums: the Gol-
den Lion and Golden Griffin,
topped with a monumental
lion and griffin, respectively,
on their roofs high above King
Street.

These stores, founded in
1842, the year Dickens arrived,
would become a mainstay for
smart Victorians wanting the
latest European fashions and
homewares.

Both these stores were demo-
lished in 1902 to make way for
the King Edward Hotel. Mi-
chies lasted until 1947, and by
the 1970s, the original Michie’s
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store became home to the
Nag’s Head Pub but was sub-
sequently demolished in 1995
to make way for the 50 storey
tower of One King West.

Another store operating
during Dickens’ visit was Vic-
toria Row. Parts of this block-
long women’s emporium still
stand today on the south side
of King Street between Lea-
der Lane and Church Street. Its
facade is now being incorpora-
ted into the new Google buil-
ding.

Did Dickens ever venture
into these wondrous new sto-
res?

For all its pretensions of
being an upstanding British
Empire city, Toronto in the
19th century had a dark side
that even the great author
couldn’t help but see firsthand.

On that famous tour of Cana-
da, Dickens was appalled with
our prison system and the way
prisoners were kept. It must
have been bad, as England at
that time wasn’t exactly a mo-
del for prison reform.

The year after his Toronto
visit, on December 19, 1843,

@Aé

402 King Street East
@oldtownbodega for COVID hours

CONFLICTING WINTER VIEWS

Dickens published 4 Christmas
Carol, which became a holiday
classic in books and on stage,
as well as in TV and movie
adaptations. 4 Christmas Carol
popularized the phrase “Merry
Christmas” as well as “Bah,
Humbug!”.

I often wonder if anything
Dickens saw while in Toronto
made its way into his most fa-
mous Christmas story?

While walking along King
Street, did Dickens have a
chance meeting with a nasty
old man who inspired Ebene-
zer Scrooge, or did he bump
into a good-natured man tip-
ping his hat — just as the mild-
mannered Bob Cratchit would
have done?
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I think this every time I find
myself on a snowy December
eve roaming the same streets
the great man himself would
have strolled in 1842.

This holiday season I will
be offering gift certificates for
a private tour with me of Old
Town Toronto. Each certifi-
cate is good for two people and
costs $50. This certificate is
good year-round. I can either
email it to you, or you can pick
it up in person at St. Lawrence
Market. The gift certificate can
also be made out to any num-
ber of people at $20 per per-
son. To order, contact me at
bruce.bell2@sympatico.ca or
phone 647-393-8687.
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Hundreds of properties for Heritage
Register await Council approval

the bridge reporter

City Council will decide
whether 257 properties in the
downtown east area are to be
included on the City’s Heritage
Register. Both the Preservation
Board and the Toronto East
Community Council adop-
ted the motion in the runup to
the final decision by City Hall
scheduled for Dec. 16-17.

The buildings in question
lay within the King-Parliament
Secondary Plan district, an area
bounded by Queen East, Jar-
vis and River Streets. In 2018,
City Planning was directed to
undertake a study of this area
of which heritage was a major
theme.

Containing some of Toron-
to’s oldest neighbourhoods,
a Cultural Heritage Resource
Assessment looked into the
existence of potential heritage
properties. These findings were
collected from local organiza-
tions, experts and historians as
well as several consultations
with the general public. Pro-
perties were considered based
on their cultural heritage value
or interest.

Planning staff delivered the
final list to the Preservation
Board on Nov. 30.

Possible inclusions are ad-
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“The Cube” at 1 Sumach Street is one of the many notable buildings that await heritage status from City Council. [

dresses  from  Corktown’s
Bright Street and Wilkins
Avenue, which have notable
ties to the community’s wor-
king class roots. Others are lo-
cated on the commercial strips
of Queen and King East Streets
which host significant col-
lections of Victorian era row-
homes.

If approved, the properties
will be referred as being “lis-
ted”. A listed property is awar-

ded further evaluation if there
is an intent to have them demo-
lished. Only “designated” buil-
dings are given full protections
under the Ontario Heritage Act.

The set of proposed addres-
ses are part of a larger group of
966 properties that span several
city wards. Council’s verdict
will conclude a year-long pro-
cess to align the Register with
five years’ worth of planning
studies.

Survey skews support for Corktown BIA

Andre Bermon, Publisher

A summer survey released by
the Corktown Residents and
Business Association (CRBA)
found support for creating a
business improvement area
(BIA) in Corktown. Of the
approximate 185 participants
who favour implementing and
or have interest in exploring
the project, the vast majority
were not from the local busi-
ness community.

BIAs look after broad busi-
ness interests in a defined local
boundary. Often organized by
business and commercial pro-
perty owners, they work with
the city to improve streetscapes
and operate marketing, events
and community projects.

A business tax levy is added
to support BIA staff, who work
to promote the neighbourhood
and facilitate discussions with
City Hall if problems arise.
Toronto currently has 80 BIAs.

Asked for their affiliation, 70
percent of survey participants
said they lived in Corktown,
but only about 5 percent owned
a brick-and-motar business. A
few more said they were land-
lords, but results do not distin-
guish between commercial and
residential owners.

Around 28 percent said they
don’t live in Corktown.

Respondents were able to
choose  multiple answers,
meaning some could have
identified themselves as both a

resident and a business owner.

Starting a BIA is usually
controversial, because man-
datory membership forces
commercial property owners of
buildings within the specified
area to pay extra taxes. This tax
is often passed down to com-
mercial tenants, though resi-
dents and residential property
owners are unaffected.

That support for a BIA was
overwhelmingly from the non-
business community suggests
that the survey was skewed.

“When I saw the results and
it looked liked [a BIA] was
heavily favoured, it was kind
of shocking,” said FEugene,
owner of Tandem Coffee on
King Street East. “Many of the
businesses here are very, very
old. These guys survived this
long without a BIA, so for this
stuff to come now is weird.”

Over the years, the CRBA
has struggled to represent both
residents and businesses in the
community. Not only has in-
creased development in Cork-
town strained the association’s
resources, but the diversity of
interests shared by different
socio-economic groups in the
district has not produced wide
participation.

Some areas of Corktown,
including Gilead Street and
Treffan Court, have their own
resident associations, while
businesses on Queen Street
East see a lack of representa-
tion on CRBA committees as a

sign of indifference. Participa-
tion outside the organization’s
King Street East core is low.

Separating business needs
in the form of a BIA could be
more efficient than an associa-
tion combining them with resi-
dent interests, says Dr. Sanjay
Vakani, owner of Corktown
Eyecare and the CRBA’s trea-
surer.

“I think there is a need for
exploration of a BIA simply
because the residents in this
community have certain needs
and the businesses have cer-
tain needs. I think the current
structure of the CRBA doesn’t
meet both of those needs to the
highest levels that it should.”

Especially during the on-
going Covid-19 restrictions
and rolling lockdowns, some
business owners question the
timing of the proposal.

“In the middle of a pande-
mic when most of us have seen
our incomes cut by 80 percent,
it’s pretty bad to be asking
businesses to pay for a BIA,”
said Alexi Thibodeau, owner
of a King Street East business.
“Were it this time last year,
I would have said, heck yes,
that’s an amazing idea, let’s
get on board ... I just think the
timing of it ridiculous.”

CRBA president Aaron Bin-
der, organizer of the newly
formed BIA steering commit-
tee, says support from the busi-
ness community will hinge on
both the costs and timeline of
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the project. Details are expec-
ted to emerge in the coming
months.

Asked how much the survey
results influenced the decision
to create the steering committee
Binder responded, “I wouldn’t
say it was the impetus. But it
gave us the data we needed to
say this is something we should
be talking about, regardless of
a pandemic going on.”

The steering committee is
responsible for deciding the
BIA’s boundaries. King Street
East from Parliament to River
Streets will likely form the core
of any prospective association,
with possible limbs stretching
to parts of Queen Street East
and the Canary District.

Another survey is to be re-
leased in January that will be

tailored to assessing support
specifically from business ow-
ners. It’s one of many outre-
ach initiatives required for the
steering committee to evaluate
how viable a BIA would be.

The project will likely be
contentious, with yeas and
nays determined by geography,
company size and how long
businesses have been in Cork-
town.

“We’ve already done all the
legwork,” said Tandem Cof-
fee’s Eugene. “We’ve already
established ourselves, gotten
our customers. We don’t need
another added cost to justify
whatever street improvements.
This is our sixth year and we’ve
roughed it out and forged our
own path.”
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Multiple petitions asking province to cease MZOs

MZO continued from p1

hoped the heritage buildings
on the site would be turned into
mixed-use buildings for artists
and the community. The cen-
tre’s high-level plan included
a large performance venue, a
cafe, shared office spaces, and
meeting rooms.

The IRCPA plan received a
letter of support from the Cork-
town Residents and Business
Association, and some commu-
nity members have stepped up.

Josh Reiniger, an urban plan-

ner and Corktown resident of
over four years, decided to use
his knowledge of Corktown’s
zoning and development his-
tory to become involved in the
IRCPA project.

“As a Corktown resident, I
know that the area is lacking a
mix of uses that bring people
to the neighbourhood to work,
learn and experience culture, as
it’s a residential district largely
composed of condominiums,”
said Reiniger. “I also know that
the broader area lacks a com-
munity centre and hub of com-

munity activity for formal and
informal gathering.”

Multiple petitions asking for
the provincial government to
cease using MZOs have been
created. MPP Suze Morrison’s
petition, “Respect for Local
Planning,” calls on the provin-
ce “to stop its lobbyist-driven
MZOs in the West Don Lands
and elsewhere, and restore
transparent and evidence-based
planning that includes public
consultation and respect for
heritage conservation, the en-
vironment and local decision-

Moss Park: A love story

Dustin Stern, Director of Building
Roots.

Recently, I was in a conversa-
tion on Instagram with a de-
vastated young local business
owner. As of Nov. 24, Timeless
Collective Toronto sees no way
forward but to close up their
physical shop (still operating
online  (@timelesscollective-
toronto).

I started following the shop
after stumbling in one day and
learning about the owners’
philosophy that an artist is
merely one who creates.
Whether you’ve had years of
success in the fashion indus-
try or just last year discovered
the healing powers of pottery
and got inspired to now want
to spread your shiny, pottery-
shaped love, the owners would
be willing to put your creations
on shelf. I was touched by this,
and devastated to hear of the
loss of the shop.

I am waiting to hear test re-
sults from a loved one I was in
brief contact with who was ex-
posed to Covid-19, and there-
fore may have infected me.
Home in isolation since the en-
counter, I do not think my risk
was high, but it still terrifies
me. All the people they might
have infected, all the people
their infector might have in-
fected — you know the thought
process.

This is all so messy. People
call 2020 a horrible year, but I

argue it’s as messy as it is mer-
ciless. So many firsts, so much
change. The horribleness of
2020 is indisputable, so instead
I focus on the messy.

Messy is uncomfortable,
but no change was ever crea-
ted from within “the comfort
zone”. Push sometimes comes
to shove whether we like it or
not, and falling hurts, but it’s
also how we learn to get back
up. Perhaps if we’re smart, we
can learn how to plant our feet
and situate ourselves so the
next time we won’t fall down
when shoved.

For example, we could chan-
ge our public perception of
harm reduction initiatives and
enact better laws around drug
use, so that next time the city
(or the world) goes into crisis,
we don’t see an unprecedented
spike in fatal overdoses.

We could ensure access to af-
fordable, dignified housing for
all, so it doesn’t take city parks
filling up with an upsetting
number of unhoused Toronto-
nians for us to realize we are
in a housing crisis that is not
going away.

Speaking from my experi-
ence with Building Roots — a
local grassroots organization
that works collaboratively with
just about every community
agency and social enterprise
in Moss Park (including the
bridge, our proud partner and
collaborator since its launch),
and, most important, being on
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the ground hearing directly
from those most vulnerable
to the virus and its social im-
plications — it’s clear that the
answer is going to be found in
cooperation.

Perhaps it is merely the cir-
cles I am grateful to find my-
self in, or being situated in the
inspiringly resilient and beauti-
ful Moss Park community, but
for every story of an oversized
pantry jam-packed with the lo-
cal grocery store’s remaining
stock of toilet paper, I can offer
you three about the power of
togetherness that could move
you to tears.

People have found a million
and one new ways to connect,
to make one another smile, to
ensure that no one goes hun-
gry and that no one gets left
behind. Speaking for myself,
this community [ have found
in Building Roots and in Moss
Park — people from walks of
life I’ve never known existed,
and displays of kindness I'd
never have imagined — have
made 2020 not merely a year of
disaster, but ultimately a story
of hope.

Thank you to all of my neigh-
bours in Moss Park, housed and
unhoused. We will get through
this - and the next challenge,
and the next — facing up to and
taking action on our vulnera-
bilities, doing it together, and
becoming more resilient and
vibrant with each challenge we
overcome.
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making.” The petition had 343
signatures as of Nov. 30.
Kimberley Brewer, a resi-
dent of more than three years,
says she’s concerned about
more than the MZOs. “It’s not
just the Foundries site or Cork-
town; the current government
has rammed through MZOs in
other communities and ecolo-
gically sensitive sites.”
Brewer says that the IRCPA

proposal for the Foundries site
also adds education and rental
housing for artists and the com-
munity.

“While there has been legiti-
mate debate around the height
of the buildings, what can’t be
lost is how necessary it is that
the heritage of the Foundries
buildings is retained and that
the community has much-nee-
ded space for gathering.”
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No affordable units in Filmore’s condo project

Jayne Kitchen

On Nov. 24, the city held a public
consultation on a proposed condo
development at 212-218 Dun-
das Street East and 279, George
Street, known for 35 years as Fil-
more’s strip club.

The original mid-rise brick buil-
ding opened in 1913 as an apart-
ment complex and housed two
different adult entertainment esta-
blishments before Filmore’s took
over in 1985.

The block is zoned for mid-rise
buildings, but the developer’s ap-
plication for a bylaw amendment
could make way for a mixed-use
complex that waterfalls from a
46-storey skyscraper on the cor-
ner to shorter buildings at the end
of the block. The current heritage
building would be kept almost
entirely and used as commercial
space. The building is to contain
588 new units, 116 parking spaces
and 596 bike parking spaces.

Presenting the project on be-
half of Menkes Developments,
Michael Goldberg of the Goldberg
Group referred several times to the
proposed tower’s unique design.
Paying homage to the Garden Dis-
trict in which the tower will sit, he
said white sloping and curved bal-
conies are intended to evoke the
look of a trillium flower.

The area around this proposed
building, especially near Sher-
bourne and Dundas Streets, is
decidedly marginalized. = With
the erection of several other huge
condo towers to the west in the last
few years, pressure on the original
residents has been increasing with
loss of affordable rental housing.
The proposal did little to address
these concerns.

A similar consultation in Oc-
tober for a proposed high-rise at
George and Richmond Streets
drew much concern regarding
neighbourhood housing. As a re-
sult, a portion of the units were
proposed to be dedicated to affor-
dable housing in partnership with
WoodGreen Community Services’
Homeward Bound program. Des-
pite the Filmore’s site being in an
arguably rougher area, no such
plan was presented.

The current condo market and
the work-from-home trend put
into question whether increasing

Toronto’s condos supply is sensi-
ble. Asked about the present flight
out of cities by professionals, the
Goldberg team said they consider
it short term in the context of a
long-term development. Nonethe-

less, this project is one of three 40-
to 50-storey condo projects within
a few blocks. Adding a 46-storey
building will boost Toronto’s sky-
rocketing condo inventory.

Looking northeast to 218 Dundas East, image via submission to the City of Toronto

647-898-7529
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balloonqueen@live.com

420 Queen Street East
Toronto, ON, M5A 174
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the bridge:
Book Review

Glenda MacFarlane, Columnist

A Good War: Mobilizing
Canada for the Climate
Emergency

Seth Klein

ECW Press, 2020

At first glance, Seth Klein
would seem to be an unlikely
author for a book praising war
efforts. Klein is the child of
U.S. draft resisters, a long-time
peace activist, and the former
British Columbia director for
the Canadian Centre for Policy
Alternatives. But, as Klein re-
searched ways for Canada to
combat the climate crisis, he
realized that there were “in-
structive lessons about how to
confront an existential threat”
in the way our country mo-
bilized to fight World War II.
He argues that adopting these
kinds of bold measures could
help us battle the profound and
devastating costs of the climate
emergency.

Klein draws parallels
between the two situations
and asserts that the same tac-
tics are needed: rallying public
opinion, creating social solida-
rity, promoting national unity,
transforming the economy,
financing the effort, transitio-
ning workers justly, and provi-
ding good leadership. (He also
cautions that we need to avoid
the mistakes of that era to ensu-
re that we protect human rights
and refugees.) Klein rightly
states that this current crisis
can be confronted only by all
of us together, and, if history is
a guide, a stronger community
will arise.

The writer focuses his argu-
ment on three major areas. The
first deals with gaining public
support and bringing Canadi-
ans together in solidarity. Re-
search has shown that we are
more likely to support a “Green
New Deal” initiative if the plan

is linked to measures to fight
inequality and poverty, and
to create jobs. Although there
is already a great deal of sup-
port for climate action in this
country, the WWII experience
shows that it’s important to en-
list all of us: we must overcome
denialism, defeatism, and ad-
dress regional concerns in or-
der to do so.

The next section of the book
explores how the Canadian
government might mobilize
the necessary resources, using
the example of the King go-
vernment in the 1940s, which
transformed the economy.
Klein makes a strong case for
rejecting neoliberal economics:
“We are fiddling at the mar-
gins while the planet burns,”
he says of our current efforts.
He looks at plans such as the
one from Stanford University
that would get us to 100 per
cent renewable energy by 2050
and generate nearly 700,000
new jobs. The author explores
ways we could make the chan-
ges necessary, including selling
Green Bonds, creating a host of
Crown Corporations, and mo-
bilizing labour and the military.

Next, Klein moves onto lea-
dership, calling for bold new
thinking from both grassroots
and political leaders. He breaks
down the stances of the major
parties, extols the importance
of Indigenous and youth lea-
dership, and suggests ways
to curb the political power of
the fossil fuel industries. A fi-
nal “coda” about the pandemic
proves his thesis that when an
emergency is recognized, go-
vernment can act boldly.

Unlike many books about
climate change, this one is a
hopeful and uplifting read. Add
it to your winter reading list
and write to your government
representatives suggesting that
they do the same!

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY]

To "the bridge" and all the staff and contributors on your first year Business Anniversary.

Successfully maintaining integrity and empowering us during these difficult times. Congratulations!

Thank you for your contribution to the community and providing residents
and businesses the opportunity to read, shop and support locally.

Making the difference in Enterprise Cloud Point of Sale Systems

www.volantesystems.com ¢ 416 988 6333

volanté
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A big thank you to our supporters!

What a year it has been!

I would like to spill some ink
and thank all our supporters
who made the bridge possible.

A special shoutout to the
unsung hero, Patrick Lee, our
designer, who volunteered
his time every month to bring
together all our collaborative
efforts into a printable product.
His willingness to put in long
hours, often under stress of
deadlines, brought the bridge
into fruition and into the hands

Andre Michael Bermon, publish

of our readers. Thank you, Pat!
I have learned so much!

I would like to acknowledge
the contributions of our senior
columnists, Bruce Bell and
Ben Bull. Both joined the team
in the early days and brought
much needed continuity and
insight to our monthly editi-
ons. Their unique stories have
helped grow our readership
that spans the downtown east
area. Thank you, gentlemen! I
hope to see you both in print in

Photo: Stefan Blondal

of the bridge i p:

2021.

Other important contributors
to the bridge are Carol Mark
from the Moss Park commu-
nity, Phil Roth, and Glenda
MacFarlane, the bridge s book
review writer. This list also in-
cludes present and past writers,
Julia Simioni, Cory Lemos,
Anthony Van Zant, and Dini
Petty.

the bridge wouldn’t be a
community paper without
the contribution of two local
organizations; Jesse Cohoon
from the Toronto Writers
Collective, and Dustin Stern,
Darcy Higgins and Lisa Kates
from the Moss Park Market. |
am honoured to be partnered
with like-minded individu-
als who see the bridge as a
viable platform for community
awareness and activism. Both
organizations have been with
the paper since the very begin-
ning! Onward and upward.

To our advertisers, and there
are many, your support/busi-
ness is what gives the paper
the ability to meet its financial
obligations. By putting your
brand on our pages, not only
have you have demonstrated
a commitment to local journa-
lism, but you have displayed
continued faith in the building
blocks of our community.

I am thankful to have

established so many fruitful
relations with small business
owners. It’s been a tough year,
but community helps com-
munity, and you can bet we’ll
get through this and prosper
together.

A special thank you to the la-
dies at Flux & Form Jewellery,
who were the first to advertise
with us. They put their trust in
a local project and we delive-
red. Literally.

With every great writer, there
is even a greater copy editor.
Thank you, Eric Mills!

A nod to our photographers,
Stefan Blondal and Tania Cor-
rea.

And to my family and close
friends. Thank you so much!
Many of you put time slugging
away delivering newspapers
month after month. It’s an
inky, sticky, sweaty and tiring
job, but there is no one else I’d
rather be doing it with.

And lastly, to our readers:
Keep picking up the bridge!
And don’t forget to send us
emails, we want to hear from
you.

Happy Holidays everyone!

Andre B., Publisher

Carol Mark

To paraphrase Charles Dic-
kens, the inventor of the mo-
dern Christmas: 2020 was the
best and the worst of times.

The holiday season — no mat-
ter your culture or religion —
always conjures up scenes of
get-togethers with family and
friends. However, this year just
won’t be the same due to Co-
vid-19.

I believe our personal histo-
ries and our spirits will sustain
us. As hard as these times are,
we will find the strength to re-
ach out to others in need and
connect, maybe not in person,
but by phone or email. It is our
empathy that makes us truly
human.

Here is what the different
members of The Amazing
Moss Park Artists Collective
have to say:

Rachelle Soloway: “The
world that we inhabit can be
stressful and sometimes cha-
otic. Crocheting is not just a
creative process, but a cathartic
one as well. I have found cro-
cheting gives me a pocket of
time in which I can have a sem-
blance of control in this topsy-
turvy sphere we call home.”

Colour Blots Creative: “As
2020 comes to a close, let us
exhale. Breathe. Listen. Love.
Give way to light, truth, and
life.”

Giselle Silvestri: “Keep wal-
king past the open windows,’
said John Irving in The Ho-
tel New Hampshire. 1 thought

Amazmg Mos

throughout this last year.”

Dan Philips: “Happy Holi-
days! What if 2020 was just a
trailer for 20217~

Alan McKee: “The pandemic
is the most powerful mirror that
has been held up to humanity in
modern times. It has shown us
just how false we are when we
claim to believe in things like
equality, love for our fellow
man and woman, and other of-
ficial “good things.” If we are
honest, we have seen that we

of this sentence many‘ times

ss Park Artists

each think of ourselves first or

at best, of those most important
to us. Many people have be-
haved like Donald Trump: with
total disregard for the world at
large and focused only on our
own wants and needs. There
may be exceptions here and
there. But by and large, I feel
we have made a poor showing.
We need to look closely at this
mirror and see ourselves for
what we are. That is the only
way to begin changing it.”
Brian A. Hawkins: “I sure

If we won’t relt

SSSESSSSSSSS

learned one thing in 2020. The

future ain’t what it used to be.
Things are changing so rapidly
that it’s hard to step into a fu-
ture living alone, socially dis-
tancing myself six feet from
the bathroom mirror. David
Bowie once said that, “Tomor-
row belongs to those that can
hear it coming.” If that’s true, I
must be stone deaf. Still, 2021
is just around the corner, pro-
mising changes and surprises
that will stir the creative juices
in writers and artists. We never

“give up. I'm predicting that
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Small businesses
frustrated over
restrictions

Small Biz continued from p1

Some businesses don’t know
if they should apply for the
new federal rent subsidy be-
cause they might not survive
through the pandemic whether
they remain open or closed, ac-
cording to Makhoul.

The subsidy covers up to 65
percent of rent or commercial
mortgage interest based on re-
venue declines, with an extra
25 per cent for the hardest-hit
firms, according to the Canada
Revenue Agency.

Like many others, Vincent
Askaani, who runs his restau-
rant Chamsine, is frustrated
and struggling. He shut down
during the first wave, but re-
opened to face new challenges
in an area where many don’t
follow lockdown restrictions.

Askaani wishes the govern-
ment considered small busines-
ses as essential as big box sto-
res, but understands that safety
has to come first. This might be
a time for sacrifice, he said.

“Personally, it doesn’t feel
fair, but nothing about the coro-
navirus is fair. People are dying
and numbers are increasing
dramatically. If someone loses
a loved one, it doesn’t compare
to any money,” he said.

2021 will be the year when face
masks are worn only by doc-
tors, nurses, and bank robbers.
And when that happens, won’t
that be wonderful?”

It was the best of times since
many things will have to begin
anew. We can do better next
time.

’ Bring this
' ad for a free
gift with

P

purchase!*
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ONLINE CLASSES NOW AVAILABLE!!

Email info@hardknocksboxingclub.com with

“The Bridge Special Offer” In the subject to get your
special offer and free class

Fundraising 1n the wake of Covid-19

Jesse Cohoon

Pivoting to meet the chal-
lenge of an ongoing crisis, the
Toronto Writers Collective de-
veloped a plan to host a virtual
fundraiser on November 24.
The world had undergone a sea
of change, with tradition and
norms swept away. So how can
we adapt to accommodate this
new reality?

Thinking outside the box,
Shelley Lepp, Co-Executive
Director of the Toronto Wri-
ters Collective, and Courtney
Greenberg, Outreach and Com-
munication Coordinator, cre-
ated a virtual online event to
entertain and inform.

After a brief overview of
the goals and achievements of
the TWC, Richard Mozer, the
TWC Board Chair, started the
program, welcoming more than
75 attendees from all walks of
life, including sponsors, do-
nors, friends, facilitators, and
writers. Also on hand were spe-
cial guests Peter Tabuns, MPP
Toronto Danforth, and former
Lieutenant Governor, David

Onley. Mozer also introduced a
video that was recently shown
during the 10 days of the
Toronto International Festival
of Authors at Union Station.

In an effort to engage the
audience and share the vision
of the organization, Al Moritz
— a staunch ally of TWC and
Toronto’s Poet Laureate — step-
ped forward to present a power-
ful keynote speech and to read
several of his poems, showing
his passion for empowering the
voices of people who have tra-
ditionally been silenced.

“When I became Poet Laure-
ate, one of the things I specifi-
cally wanted to do was to reach
out to the poor; not to bring
poetry to them, but to find their
poetry, to hear them, and to le-
arn from them,” said Moritz.
“It is not easy to find ways to
access and to create commu-
nion. I was astonished to find
the Toronto Writers Collective
was already doing everything I
wanted to do. I am grateful to
be a part of this effort.”

Other stars of the evening
were emerging authors Lisa

MYSTIC MUFFIN

Too Big to Fail

Too Small to Bail
Too Fast to Nail

113 Jarvis Street

Sunglass Sale

20%-50% OFF

selected models

TO’s “Hippest” Eyewear Store

NOW OPEN

Glasses + Sunglasses

+ Eye Exam CONTACT Lenses

Kaitell, Maria Cristina Sabou-
rin-Jovel, Janel Coe, and Shirin
Tobie-Paul. Several of them
read new pieces published in
Front Lines: Until the Words
Run Pure and Front Lines:
Bent, Not Broken, a collection
of anthologies released during
the Toronto International Fes-
tival of Authors. Lisa Richter
also shared a striking poem —
The Primeval Murderess Talks
Back to the Poet - from her
recently published collection,
Nautilus and Bone (Frontenac
House).

There is a depth of under-
standing that comes from
lived experience — an under-
standing that permeates each

line. Jay Teitel, a well-known
writer and editor, has mento-
red many of those featured in
the event. He said, “I found the
writers remarkably receptivity
and open to suggestions. They
seemed to have a built-in sense
of humility about the work that
they were creating. The work
was more important than they
were.”

He quoted Roberta Taylor’s
poem, A Plea:

Give me a true friend with
human soul

who knows the fallings and
the climbs as 1.

Who knows what it is like to
be made whole.

TORONTO WRITERS COLLECTIVE

We have begun offering
Virtual Workshops!

For more information,
please check our website or contact:

ncouraging Voice, Empow 7

f - ¥y B @torontowrltersc

Est. 1997

33 Jarvis Street @ Front
416.362.3937

—

and laugh and cry.

The final presenter of the eve-
ning was Jobim Novak, who
read from his autobiography
that tells his journey from ad-
diction to advocate; from des-
pair to hope. It was a tribute
to his own resilience and the
value of expressive writing to
growth and self-awareness.

Susan Turk, Founder of the
TWC, noted about the event,
“The stories shared illuminate
the experiences that fill our
diverse, vibrant, and changing
city. Many of the writers come
from tough experiences and
difficult realities. They choose
to write and reject silence. Sim-
ple, yet profound, our ability to
create words is a gift for both
those who create and those
who receive that creation.”

The beauty of an online event
is that it gives people from all
walks of life the opportunity to
share their stories and to create
community. Social distancing
doesn’t have to mean social iso-
lation. The stories shared were
touching, heart-warming and
heart-breaking.  Perceptions
were challenged, the beauty of
the spoken word resonated, and
a goal was achieved: through
writing and listening, together
we change the world.

Do you have a
story to tell?

We want to hear you

ATATATO A sektdsscollective.ca

info@torontowriterscollective.ca
Explore your creative genius

Free brave expressive
writing workshops
Supportive feedback

All are welcome

OPTIC ZONE



